YOU MAY HAVE =dmired his
work on-walls 2l over Acadians, in
Baton Rouge or in New Orleans,
You may beve seen him skeoch-
ing at arez % Ie, and if vou
made yomr w2y r, chances arc
he chamed vo ke one of the
lecals. Adrar certainly gets
around b
cal art soenc is T
A narve of Ph
ton carned a degree from "1e Phil-
adelphia Prnrines School of Adver-
tising. Buot for 20 vears, arr ook 2
backseat fo a2 sechnical career and
military sesvice. Now. Fulton’s
focus has retwrned o his roors. A
one-ime powspaper Hlustrator and
muralist in [taly — whose works
that linger there include a portrait
of Modher Teresz — Fulton is back
on track ... this dme in Louisiana.
ehi wonder how Fulton
— a Philadelphiz bov — came to be
an Acadizna fxmure. Ask and he'll
tell vou he came in seaech of a wife,
He didn™t fall ‘e with a local
woman after all. He fell in love with
Lovisiana. So, heres what he did:

FIND FULTONS WORK

See st in zction? Fulton ofien can be foind. o 1e4tr'ual.=
events. where his [ive caricature and 5
raw crowds. Catch him at the American
s Reflections of Hope: An Evening of A&
ala in the Lafayette Natural History Mosa

s e

matried his pen pal and moved her
here, Now, for Fulton, our com-
ITIIRIEY Serves as an inspiration, an
artspace, a market, a playground
and, lucky for us, his home,

(M8 When did yon fisst vealise
your talent for ave?

AF: T recall being encouraged ar
an early age. My parents decided
to send me o art school after I
used different things in the pan-
try as colors for my paintings. It is
important to teach young minds
what they can do before the world
teeaches them whar they can™t do.

I8 Any instructors ov mentors
vou'd describe as pavticulorly in-
sprivig?

AF: My father was an artist but
never had the opporunity w
explore his potendal. Cur rela-
tonship was a bir of a paradox:
He would rell me to choose
another occupation because art-
ists starve, vet he and my moth-
er would drive me o arr class
every Saturday.
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(8: Deserilie what compels you to
create gk

AF: Arc i3 a passion for me thar
stems from the roots of communi-
cation. The old adage of a picture
being worth a thousand words
rings so true to me .. [ can convey
mieaning without out fear of some-
thing gerring lost in translaton.
And, T have always enjoved creating
illustratons. An effective illustration
can do a lot to de-fog the mind.

(N8 Your Welr site veferemces @
“20-year-long rvocky affiir in tech-
nical caveer ficlds® How was it
vocky, and why did yow keep at it
oz so long?
AF: 1 do not regret my pursoic
in trying to master the lefi-brain
world, There just never seemed
to be enough kindred spirits for
me, This is not a condemnation
of technocrats but more of a real-
ization thar I was a misfit in thar
realm. Useful informaton seemed
to trickle ever so slowly, which al-
ways frustrated me .. Politics takes
precedence over productivity.

As T've rransitioned into my
40s, I have come to accepr both

TMUSEUmS andires-
1t Gl '

1ere, Acadian Vilage, th

venues and

my own limitadons and the limi-
tations of society ... You can’t go
taster than traffic!

NSz T wenderstaned yvoue werved in
the ULS. Aér Force and alio the
National Guard, Did it influcnce
yore as qn ariist?

AF: The military was a very positive
influence in my life ... a chance to
travel around the world and meer
with & variety of people. My ability
to do quick porrraits and carica-
tures always was an ice breaker.

(NE: What are your plaws for the
Sfutured

AF: [ would someday like to open
a school that promotes betrer un-
derstanding among people - one
in which there are built-in incen-
tives to communicate and cooper-
ate effectvely. I'd like to link the
school with real-world business so
the association is tangible nor just
abstract theory.

And, in my dream world 1
would like to have enough resourc-
s to resume being a pilor and have
my own helicopter company.
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